PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Parental and family engagement means the participation of parents* in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving students’ academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—
· that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
· that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 
· that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and 
· the implementation of other activities such as those described in section 1116 of the ESSA. 
ESSA, Section 8101(39) 
An LEA may receive funds under Title I, Part A only if the LEA implements programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of parents and family members consistent with Title I, Part A, Section 1116.
You will need to know the parent and family engagement requirements in Section 1116 of ESSA, including the requirements for an LEA parent and family engagement policy; school parent and family engagement policies; and parent-school compacts.  You will also need to know the parent notification requirements in Section 1112 of ESSA. Districts with a Title I allocation of more than $500,000 also need to know about the required 1% reserve for parental involvement, with priority given to high-needs schools. Additionally, all districts reserving Title I funds for parent and family engagement activities need to know the requirements regarding the use of funds.
Sources of information may include:

· US Department of Education Family and Community Engagement Page https://www.ed.gov/parent-and-family-engagement 

· US Department of Education ESSA Landing Page https://www.ed.gov/essa 

· Accelegrants Document Library http://gms.ride.ri.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx?t=636301986792748808 

· Global Family Research Project https://globalfrp.org/#AboutUs 
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Parent Notification

· Parental notification letters for parent right to know teacher and paraprofessional qualifications, and notification regarding a child being taught for 4 or more weeks by a teacher who is does not meet state certification or licensure standards; and information on the level of achievement and academic growth of the student, if applicable and available, on each of the State academic assessments required under this part school improvement status. ESSA Section 1112(e)(1)
LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

· A copy of the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy. 

· Evidence that the LEA parent involvement policies was developed jointly with, agreed upon with, and distributed to parents and family members of participating children.

· Evidence that an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of all schools served under this part was conducted, and that parents and family members were included in a meaningful way. 
· Evidence that the findings of the evaluation were used to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, and that the parent and family engagement policy was revised, if necessary.

· Evidence that the LEA involved eligible parents in the activities of its Title I schools e.g. establishing a parent advisory board comprised of a sufficient number and representative group of parents or family members served by the local educational agency to adequately represent the needs of the population served by such agency for the purposes of developing, revising, and reviewing the parent and family engagement policy.
School Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

· A copy of each participating Title I school’s parent and family engagement policy. 

· Evidence that the school’s parent involvement policies were developed jointly with, agreed upon with, and distributed to parents and family members of participating children.
· Evidence of an annual meeting to inform participating parents about the Title I program.

· Evidence that the LEA and school(s) review the effectiveness of school parental involvement activities, including a review of the school(s) parent and family engagement policy and school compacts.

· Evidence that the LEA and school(s) have carried out the six requirements to build parents’ capacity to be involved in school.

School-Parent Compacts

· Copies of written school-parent compacts for each participating Title I school. 
· Evidence that the LEA communicates with parents in multiple languages, in writing and orally, as appropriate.
Use of Funds

· If required, evidence of the 1% parent and family engagement reserve and the distribution of 90% of that reserve to schools, with priority given to high-needs schools.

· Evidence that the LEA involved parents of children receiving Title I services in decisions about how the school uses its portion of the 1% parent involvement set-aside.
· If the LEA reserved funds for parent and family engagement activities, evidence of how the use of funds was aligned to one of the required strategies in Section 1116 of ESSA.
Accessibility

· Evidence that the LEA and schools to the extent practicable, provided opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand.
* The term ‘‘parent’’ includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis (such as a grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally responsible for the child’s welfare). ESSA Section 8101(38).
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