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ESEA requires LEAs to consult with stakeholders receiving funds under ESEA about how Title I-A, Title II, Title III and Title IV-A funds can be used to support student academic achievement and gather their input on how funds should be spent. The groups that must be consulted differ somewhat by funding source (see next page for full list by funding source). Title I-A also requires input from stakeholders at the school level. 

At a minimum, each LEA must consult with the following groups regarding all major funding sources under ESEA: 
· Teachers; 
· Administrators; 
· Parents and family members; and 
· Local community partners, as applicable. 

Meaningful and Ongoing Consultation 
The law and U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) guidance require consultation with stakeholders to be meaningful and occur in an ongoing fashion1: 
Meaningful consultation: For consultation to be meaningful, it must include a diverse, representative group of stakeholders; be transparent; and take place at multiple points during the design, development and implementation of the plan. 
Ongoing consultation: Meaningful engagement starts at the beginning of the process, when initial planning is getting started – not at the end, when a plan is nearing completion. Consultation should not end after an LEA’s plan has been submitted; it should occur throughout program implementation to discuss successes and barriers as well as program outcomes. 

Considerations for LEA Planning 
While stakeholder outreach may look different from one LEA to another, consider the following when planning stakeholder engagement: 
· Start building a team of stakeholders early (as early as November or December of preceding year) to ensure meaningful and ongoing consultation. 
· Ensure stakeholder team reflects the community’s diverse perspectives and backgrounds and meets requirements in the law. 
· Be flexible when consulting with stakeholders, especially educators, by holding meetings or conferences outside the hours of the school day or by using a variety of communications tools, such as electronic surveys. 
LEA Stakeholder Requirements, by Program 
The following chart lists the minimum stakeholder requirements for LEA’s regarding their Title I, Title II, Title III and Title IV-A funds under ESSA; regarding the design and development of special education and related services under IDEA; and for School Improvement. 
	Stakeholders 
	School Improvement 
	Title I-A 
	Title II-A 
	Title III-A 
	Title IV-A 

	CITATION 
	1111(d)(1) 
(B)(iii) 
	1112(a)(1)(A) 
& 
1112(b)(7-10) 
	2102(b)(3)(A) & 
2102(b)(2)(D) 
	3116(b)(4)(C) 
	4106(c)(1&2) 

	Teachers 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	Principals 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	Other school leaders 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	Parents/family members of relevant student group in the program   
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	Paraprofessionals 
	 
	x 
	x 
	  
	  

	Specialized instructional support personnel 
	 
	x 
	x 
	  
	x 

	Administrators 
	 
	x 
	  
	x 
	  

	Other appropriate school personnel 
	 
	x 
	x 
	  
	  

	Nonpublic schools 
	 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	Community-based organizations, partners or members (where applicable) 
	 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	Researchers 
	 
	  
	  
	x 
	  

	Early childhood education programs (where applicable) 
	 
	x 
	  
	  
	  

	Institutions of higher education (where applicable) 
	 
	x 
	  
	x 
	  

	Employers (where applicable) 
	 
	x 
	  
	  
	  

	Local government representatives 1 
	 
	  
	  
	  
	x 

	Indian tribes or tribal organizations (where applicable) 
	 
	  
	  
	  
	x 

	Other stakeholders/other organizations with relevant experience 
	 
	  
	x 
	x 
	  

	Public or private entities 
	 
	  
	  
	x 
	  

	Charter school leaders (in a LEA with charter schools)  
	 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	Charter school teachers, principals, and other school leaders (in a LEA with charter schools) 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	Students 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x 


 

Rhode Island Stakeholder Engagement Requirements for 1003
For schools identified for comprehensive support and improvement Rhode Island’s ESSA State Plan requires LEAs to establish a standing advisory board of stakeholders known as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) which provides oversight and assistance in the development and implementation of school improvement and school redesign plans. Both sections above regarding Meaningful and Ongoing Consultation and Considerations for School District Planning apply when assembling CABs. For more information on the requirements for appointing a CABs, please see the specific guidance provided on CABs provided by the School Improvement Team in the Office of College and Career Readiness. 

Title I, Part A Schoolwide Program Plans
ESSA requires eligible Title I-A participating schools that operate schoolwide programs to develop a comprehensive plan. The following checklist can assist LEA’s and their schools in developing and reviewing these plans. All expenditures must align to one or more goals in the plan. Title I, Section 1114(b)(2) requires a comprehensive schoolwide program plan.
The comprehensive schoolwide plan is developed with the involvement of:
· parents and other members of the community to be served; and 
· individuals who will carry out such plan, including:
· teachers;
· principals;
· other school leaders; 
· paraprofessionals present in the school; 
· administrators;
· the LEA; 
· tribes and tribal organizations present in the community (to the extent practicable);
· specialized instructional support personnel (if appropriate);
· technical assistance providers (if appropriate);
· school staff (if appropriate);
· students (if the plan relates to a secondary school); and
· other individuals deemed determined by the school.
