Rhode Island Department of Education
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and Head Start McKinney-Vento Comparison 

The McKinney Vento Act defines homeless children and youth as children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. Head Starts and Early Head Starts adopted the same definition of homeless children and youth, which will make it easier for LEAs and Head Starts to collaborate and support homeless children and youth.
LEA liaisons’ responsibilities include ensuring homeless families and children can access Head Start, Early Head Start, LEA operated preschool programs and early intervention services under IDEA Part C, if eligible. LEAs are encouraged to work with their Head Start counterparts to identify siblings who are homeless and may be eligible for Head Start or Early Head Start services. A list of Rhode Island Head Start Homeless Contacts, by Service Area can be found in the Accelegrants Document library.
LEAs and Head Starts have different requirements. The following chart provides an overview of the key differences:
	Topic
	LEAs
	Head Start

	Eligibility
	K-12 students are eligible for immediate enrollment and full participation when they meet the McKinney-Vento Act's definition of "homeless children and youth."
	Children are eligible for Head Start and Early Head Start services when they meet the McKinney-Vento Act's definition of "homeless children and youth." 

	Identification
	LEA homeless liaison must have adequate capacity to identify McKinney-Vento students.
	Providers need to:
· locate and recruit homeless children,
· prioritize homeless children for enrollment (programs may reserve up to 3% of their capacity), and
· remove barriers to their enrollment and participation.

	Enrollment
	Under the McKinney Vento Act:
· LEAs must immediately enroll a child who is homeless.
· Immediate enrollment also applies to LEA operated preschools if there is space. McKinney-Vento children should be prioritized on wait lists.
	Children can: 
· start attending without proof of age or immunizations, and
· enroll anytime, provided space is available.

Families do not need proof of income.

	School of Origin
	Under the McKinney Vento Act, students experiencing homelessness have the right to remain in their school of origin for the duration of homelessness, and until the end of the academic year in which the student becomes permanently housed.
“School of origin” is the school the student attended when permanently housed, or the school in which last enrolled.
	Not applicable, though students can stay enrolled in a Head Start program if they become homeless after they are enrolled, and Head Starts will work with families to remove barriers to their attendance.

	Transportation
	Children experiencing homelessness, who attend LEAs, have the right to stay in their school of origin, even if they move outside of the area served by that school. Transportation must then be provided by the LEA(s).
	If a lack of transportation poses a barrier to program participation in a Head Start and Early Head Start program, providers may find community resources to provide transportation to homeless children, when possible.



To learn more about other ways homeless children can access early learning programs, visit:
Access To Early Learning For Young Children Experiencing Homelessness, Birth To Five | SchoolHouseConnection 
