Rhode Island Department of Education
FY22 Title IV, Part A State Activity Grants 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Fiscal Questions 

1. Are grant funds available for carryover? 

No, funds are not eligible for carryover and must be expended by 9/30/22.   
 
2. When do the FY22 State Grants need to be encumbered by? 

An LEA may have open obligations as of the last day of the project.  The expectation is that an LEA will closeout (file their final expenditure report) within 45 days after the end of the project.  To file an FER, all obligations must be liquidated/closed out.  So, If an LEA will be unable to finalize any open order within the closeout period (45 days after project end date), then those open orders need to be cancelled. 

3. I understand that there is a $50,000 limit for grant applications, and that the limit is based on our LEAs original allocation for Title IV-A this year. Where can I find that in Accelegrants?

To find the LEAs original Title IV-A allocation, in the LEAs consolidated application:
· Go to the funding application sections page
· Click on the “Allocations” link.
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· The first row in the table is the LEAs original allocation for this year. The total amount of funds the LEA applies for should be based on this total.
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In the example above, the LEA would be eligible to apply for up to $20,000 in funds. Keep in mind this total includes any funds set aside for equitable services.
	An allocation table is also available at the end of the FY22 TIVA State Grant Instructions.

4. How can I tell if the program our LEA would like to use these funds to support is supplemental? 

It depends. ESSA section 4110 states that “funds made available under this subpart shall be used to supplement, and not supplant, non-Federal funds that would otherwise be used for activities authorized under this subpart”.

What does this mean? It is presumed that supplanting has occurred if the LEA uses Title IV-A funds to:​
· Provide services that it is required to make available under other federal, state or local laws; or​
· ​Provide services that it provided with non-federal funds in the prior fiscal year​.

Ask yourself:
· Is the activity required by Federal, State, or Local law?​ 
· Was the activity paid for with State, Local, or other Federal funds in the previous year?​ 

If the answer to both is no, then funds are most likely supplemental.​​ 

5. Given the explanation in the previous question, our LEA is currently running an afterschool program during the school year for high school students whose outcomes align with the goals of this grant. Would it be possible to apply for a grant to expand this program into the summer months and serve more grades?

· Assuming that an afterschool program is not required under Federal, State or Local law – you could answer no to question one. 
· Since the summer program component would be new to the district – you could also answer no to question two. 

Therefore, the activity would most likely be supplemental.

Equitable Services Questions 

6. Which private schools does a district need to set aside funds for as part of the application process? 

LEAs are required to set aside funds for all private schools physically located in their district.   

7. Our grant application is for K – 8 students? Does our district only need to set aside funds for private schools that serve K – 8 students in the district? 

No, districts must set aside funds for all private schools located within the district.

8. Does our district need to consult with eligible private schools before submitting our grant application? 

No, districts with eligible private schools only need to set funds aside for equitable services as part of the application process. Successful applicants will be required to complete the consultation process with eligible private schools. Additional information will be provided to successful applications to support this process. 
 
9. If I budget for what the cost of our program request costs and then put it in the calculator, we won't have sufficient funds for the program.  However, if I add additional funds to cover fair share and have enough to run our program, is that okay?  

Unfortunately, no. LEAs with eligible private school programs need to first reserve funds for equitable services to private schools. Once the LEA sets aside funds for equitable services, it can then create a program proposal with the remaining funds for participating public school children.  
  
10. If our LEA does receive an award, and one of the eligible private schools chooses not to participate, what would happen to those funds? 

If that should happen, the LEA could work with RIDE to amend their application and use those funds to support the approved activities. 
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