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Title I Homeless Set Aside Funds

 
School districts receiving federal funds must ensure that services are provided to all children and youth who are experiencing homelessness. Homeless children are eligible for Title I services even though they may not be in a Title I-served building.  ESSA requires LEAs to ensure that children and youth who are experiencing homelessness are automatically eligible for Title I, Part A services, whether or not they attend a Title I school or meet the academic standards required of other children for eligibility.  To assist with meeting this requirement, the law requires that school districts set aside Title I funds, as necessary, to provide services comparable to those that are provided to children in Title I, Part A funded schools. These funds can also support educationally related services to children in shelters and other locations where homeless children may live. The services provided with these funds should support homeless students to succeed in school and to meet the academic achievement standards. 

[image: j0196532]		You will need to know the approved uses of reserved funds and 			strategies related to the provision of comparable services for 
                      Homeless students (see US ED Non-Regulatory Guidance, Education for Homeless Children and Youths Program, updated March 2017).  Comparable services do not necessarily mean the same services; therefore, these funds may also be used to provide services that are not ordinarily provided to other Title I students. 

Two principles govern the use of Title I, Part A funds to provide such services to homeless students. First, the services must be reasonable and necessary to assist homeless students to take advantage of educational opportunities. (ESEA section 1113(c) (3) (A); 2 CFR § 200.403(a)). Second, Title I, Part A funds must be used only as a last resort when funds or services are not available from other public or private sources, such as the USDA’s National School Lunch Program and Breakfast Program, public health clinics, or local discretionary funds (sometimes provided by the PTA) used to provide similar services for economically disadvantaged students generally. (See ESEA section 1115(e)(2)).


Sources of information may include:
· ESSA, Title I, Part A, Section 1113
· McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
· US ED Non-Regulatory Guidance, Education for Homeless Children and Youths Program, updated March 2017
· Title I Regulations, 34 CFR 200.70
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Documentation to keep on file includes:
· Evidence that the LEA Title I office collaborates with the district homeless liaison regarding the provision of comparable services for homeless students attending Title I and non-title I schools (Consolidated Application Section-Homeless Children and Youth)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Evidence that the LEA has reserved funds necessary to provide comparable services to homeless students (Consolidated Application Reserves and Title I Budget)
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