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Frequently Asked Questions


1. What is the purpose of Title IV, Part A? 
Authorized in December 2015, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) introduced a new grant under Title IV, Part A with a wide range of allowable uses. The intent of Title IV, Part A, Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) grants is to improve students’ academic achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to: 
· provide all students with access to a well-rounded education, 
· improve school conditions for student learning, and 
· improve the use of technology in order to improve the academic achievement and digital literacy of all students. (ESSA Section 4101). 

Needs Assessment

2. Can an LEAs use its District Strategic Plan needs assessment to meet the comprehensive needs assessment requirements for Title IV-A? 

Yes. An LEA can conduct one comprehensive district needs assessment, provided it includes the requirements in Section 4106(d)(1), which include examining the needs for improvement of: 
· access to, and opportunities for, a well-rounded education for all students;
· school conditions for student learning in order to create a healthy and safe school environment; and
· access to personalized learning experiences supported by technology and professional development for the effective use of data and technology.


3. How can the LEA document that it has determined a school is “among those with the greatest need” based on needs assessment or strategic plan?
The LEA should have a written policy or set of standards used to determine which schools are among those with the greatest needs.  The policy/standards should be based on objective data, and must be consistent with the LEA’s needs assessment or the LEA’s strategic plan.

4. Will the LEA needs assessment or strategic plan need to be submitted as evidence, or only referred to when necessary, in the application?
LEAs do not need to upload their needs assessment or strategic plan. However, the LEA must maintain copies for up to five years. 
Fiscal 
5. Can an LEA use both 2% administrative costs and indirect cost?
Yes, an LEA may reserve up to 2% of its SSAE allocation for direct administrative costs.  It also may take its approved indirect rate.  For budget purposes, both should use the “Administration” option from the Reserve drop-down menu in AcceleGrants. Any amounts included in the 60000 series for Indirect will not count against the 2% cap.

6. If a district decides to transfer their Title IV-A funds to Title II, are there any obligations to use the funds as they were intended under Title IV-A? 
No. Transferred funds take on the requirements of the eligible federal program they are transferred to by the LEA. 
An LEA may transfer from Title IV, Part A funds to: 
· Title I, Part A – Improving basic programs operated by LEAs;  
· Title II, Part A − Supporting effective instruction state grants; and 
· Title III, Part A – State grants for English language acquisition and language enhancement. 
An LEA may transfer funds to Title IV, Part A from: 
· Title II, Part A
Keep in mind, an LEA that chooses to transfer funds must begin private school consultation PRIOR to the decision to transfer funds. 
Please see the US Department of Education’s Non-Regulatory Guidance: Fiscal Changes and Equitable Services Requirements under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) for additional information.
Updated

7. What is the 20-20-Some Portion Rule?  
LEAs with allocations of $30,000 or more, after transfers, are required to spend funds in each of the content areas as follows:
· no less than 20% of funds for activities to support well-rounded educational opportunities;
· no less than 20% of funds for activities to support safe and healthy students; and
· a portion of funds for activities to support effective use of technology. 

Hence the name 20-20-Some Portion rule (formerly called the “20-20-Something” Rule).
Keep in mind, the funds expended for both public and private school services assist LEAs in meeting this requirement.
8. 
What is the 15% Technology Infrastructure Cap?  

LEAs that set aside funds for Effective Use of Technology for services to public or private schools may choose to expend up to 15% of these funds on Technology Infrastructure. 
Keep in mind, these funds can be spent for services to public schools, private schools or both.

CARES Act Waivers New


9. What is the 20-20-Some Portion Waiver?

Title IV-A requires LEAs with allocations of $30,000 or more after transfers to spend as following in the three content areas: not less than 20% in well-rounded education, not less than 20% for safe and healthy activities, and a portion of funds for effective use of technology (of which not more than 15% may be used for technology infrastructure). RIDE has been granted a waiver to sections 4106(e)(2)(C), (D), and (E) of Title IV, Part A of ESEA with respect to content-area spending requirements for FYs 2018 and 2019 Title IV, Part A funds. 

For the Title IV-A 2020-2021 CRP the 20-20-Some Portion requirement will not apply to any carryover funds from the 2019-2020 CRP. 


10. What is the 15% Technology Infrastructure Cap Waiver?

Title IV-A allows LEAs to spend up to 15% of the funds they set aside for effective use of technology on technology infrastructure. RIDE has been granted a waiver to section 4109(b) of Title IV, Part A of the ESEA with respect to this spending limitation for technology infrastructure for FYs 2018 and 2019 Title IV, Part A funds. 

For the Title IV-A 2020-2021 CRP the 15% Technology Infrastructure Cap will not apply to any carryover funds from the 2019-2020 CRP. 

Well-rounded Education

AP Testing

11. Can an LEA use a portion of its well-rounded education reserve for AP testing? 

It depends. Title IV-A well-rounded education funds may be used for AP testing for eligible low-income students, provided the AP tests were not paid for with State or local funds in the previous year.  

To determine the appropriate amount of funds to set-aside for eligible low-income students, the LEA should multiply:

	Number of low-income students the LEA anticipates participating in AP testing who are in need of financial assistance.
	     X
	LEAs per student testing rate.



This total should be reflected in the budget under the well-rounded educational opportunities reserve.

Dual and Concurrent Enrollment 

12. Can LEAs use Title IV-A funds to pay for tuition for full-time dual enrollment students who attend CCRI’s Running Start Program? 

No. RI’s Regulations for Dual Enrollment require LEAs to support the full cost of students who enroll at the Community College as part of their high school experience with state and local education aid. (200-RICR-10-00-1 – 1.3.3 Costs) 


13. Can LEAs us Title IV-A funds to pay for part-time dual enrollment courses for students who attend CCRI, RIC or URI? 

It depends. Generally, the PrepareRI Dual Enrollment Fund covers the cost of part-time dual enrollment tuition for students enrolled at CCRI, RIC and URI for up to 2 courses per semester during the school year. Using Title IV-A funds to pay for the first two courses per semester would therefore be supplanting.

However, an LEA may consider paying for a third course for eligible students during the school year, or part time enrollment over the summer, as summer programming is not currently funded by the State’s PrepareRI Dual Enrollment Fund.

14. Can an LEA use Title IV-A funds to pay for textbooks for dual enrollment students who attend CCRI, RIC or URI? 

No. LEAs must pay for dual-enrollment student textbooks for students who attend CCRI, RIC or URI, per a 2016 Commissioner’s decision.


15. Can an LEA use Title IV-A funds to pay for dual enrollment courses that are part of the Advanced Course Network (ACN)?

No. The State currently covers the cost of students who enroll through the ACN, including textbooks. 


16. Can an LEA use their Title IV-A equitable services funds to support the enrollment of a private school student in the Advanced Course Network (ACN)?

This may be allowable as part of the LEA’s equitable services to private schools, as state funding does not currently fund enrollment for private school students in ACN courses. Keep in mind that private school students may take advantage of the discounted tuition rates offered through the ACN. 

Questions regarding the Advanced Course Network (ACN) can be sent to advancedcoursework@ride.ri.gov.  




Safe and Healthy Students
17. The second purpose of Title IV-A funds is to “improve school conditions for student learning”. What are examples of “school conditions”?
“When children are healthy and feel safe and supported, they are more likely to succeed in school.” The US Department of Education’s Non-Regulatory Guidance  Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants goes on to further state that “SSAE program funds may be used under section 4108 for any program or activity that fosters safe, healthy, supportive, and drug-free school environments, including direct student services and professional development and training for school staff.” 
For additional information on this topic, including allowable activities, please see pages 24-31 of Ed’s guidance document. 

18. Can funds be used to hire personnel such as behavioral specialists to provide instruction and support to students who have executive functioning or self-monitoring needs? 
Please see the previous response.

19. Would security cameras be allowed to provide a safer learning environment? 
It is unclear how security cameras fit into the requirement for “comprehensive programs and activities” that “support student academic achievement” or “promote the involvement of parents”. They would therefore be unallowable.
20. Would a water hydration system be allowed to create a safe and healthy learning environment? 
No. Construction, renovation, or repair of any school facility is prohibited under Section 8526 of ESSA.

21. Does Title IV-A have parental consent requirement?
Yes, Section 4001(a) of ESSA states: 
“(a) PARENTAL CONSENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—
(A) INFORMED WRITTEN CONSENT.—A State, local educational agency, or other entity receiving funds under this title shall obtain prior written, informed consent from the parent of each child who is under 18 years of age to participate in any mental-health assessment or service that is funded under this title and conducted in connection with an elementary school or secondary school under this title.
(B) CONTENTS.—Before obtaining the consent described in subparagraph (A), the entity shall provide the parent written notice describing in detail such mental health assessment or service, including the purpose for such assessment or service, the provider of such assessment or service, when such assessment or service will begin, and how long such assessment or service may last.
(C) LIMITATION.—The informed written consent required under this paragraph shall not be a waiver of any rights or protections under section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g).
(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding paragraph (1)(A), the written, informed consent described in such paragraph shall not be required in—
(A) an emergency, where it is necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the child, other children, or entity personnel; or
(B) other instances in which an entity actively seeks parental consent but such consent cannot be reasonably obtained, as determined by the State or local educational agency, including in the case of—
(i) a child whose parent has not responded to the notice described in paragraph (1)(B); or
(ii) a child who has attained 14 years of age and is an unaccompanied youth, as defined in section 725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a).”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Technology 
22. Does an LEA have to spend funds on technology infrastructure?

No. LEAs do not need to spend fund on technology infrastructure.  Up to 15% of the funds set aside for activities to support the effective use of technology may be used to support technology infrastructure consistent with section 4106(f).


23. Would the 15% technology infrastructure cap apply to well-rounded education when purchasing technology like IPads? 
It depends.
Per US ED, for the safe and healthy and well-rounded education content areas, technology purchase are not limited or restricted, but the technology purchase would need to be consistent with the purposes of the content area. 
What LEAs propose as activities must be informed by the needs assessment/comprehensive needs assessment, stakeholder engagement and prioritization of schools. 
Allowability of SSAE funds will depend on a number of factors, starting with whether all statutory requirements[footnoteRef:1] are met, as well as if:   [1:  Allowability of cost must be in accordance the cost principles of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles and the Audie Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) at 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart E.] 

1. the activity is consistent with one of the three purposes of Title IV-A;
2. the cost of an activity is allowable under the SSAE program if it is reasonable and necessary for the performance of the grant (i.e., it is a type generally recognized as ordinary and necessary for the operation of the grant) and allocable to the grant (i.e., it is chargeable to the grant award in proportion to the benefits received by the grant award as a result of the cost of the award); 
3. because section 4110 of the ESEA prohibits supplanting, the funds must supplement, and not supplant, other non-Federal funds that would otherwise be used to pay for the allowable activity; and 
4. the LEA must check to ensure that the activity is not one of the prohibited activities in section 4001(b) or 8526 of the ESEA, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  



24. Can LEAs use a portion of the funds set aside for equitable services to private schools for technology infrastructure?
It depends. 
LEAs may choose to spend up to 15% of the funds they set aside for the Effective Use of Technology (for services to public and private schools) on Technology Infrastructure. These funds can be used in the public schools and/or as part of the LEA’s equitable services to private schools.
Keep in mind, only LEAs with allocations of $30,000 or more are required to set aside a portion of funds for Effective Use of Technology.

Transportation
25. Can Title IV-A funds be used to pay for transportation? 
It depends. US ED had originally stated, “transportation was prohibited unless otherwise authorized under this Act” under Section 8526 of ESSA.

The Office of General Council (OGC) has interpreted the prohibited “transportation” to refer only to costs associated with getting students to and from school for the regular school day (these costs would also generally be unallowable due to supplanting concerns) and not costs associated with transporting students to an allowable Title IV-A activity.

Accordingly, the cost of transportation to and from a specific and allowable Title IV-A activity, such as a robotics competition or other nonprofit competitions related to STEM subjects, would not be prohibited by Section 8526 beginning with the 2019-2020 CRP.

Allowability of SSAE funds will depend on a number of factors, starting with whether all statutory requirements[footnoteRef:2] are met, as well as if:   [2:  Allowability of cost must be in accordance with  the cost principles of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles and the Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) at 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart E.] 

1. the activity is consistent with one of the three purposes of Title IV-A;
2. the cost of an activity is allowable under the SSAE program if it is reasonable and necessary for the performance of the grant (i.e., it is a typed generally recognized as ordinary and necessary for the operation of the grant) and allocable to the grant (i.e., it is chargeable to the grant award in proportion to the benefits received by the grant award as a result of the cost of the award); 
3. because section 4110 of the ESEA prohibits supplanting, the funds must supplement, and not supplant, other non-Federal funds that would otherwise be used to pay for the allowable activity.; and 
4. the LEA must check to ensure that the activity is not one of the prohibited activities in section 4001(b) or 8526 of the ESEA, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  




Prohibited Use of Funds

26. What are the prohibited uses for spending Title IV-A funds?

ESSA contains two types of spending prohibitions: those that are specific to Title IV-A and the general ESSA prohibitions in Title VIII.  

Prohibitions specific to Title IV-A: 
· Use for medical services or drug treatment or rehabilitation, except for integrated student supports, specialized instructional support services, or referral to treatment for impacted students, which may include students who are victims of, or witnesses to, crime or who illegally use drugs.
· No child shall be required to obtain a prescription for a controlled substance, as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.C. 802) as a condition of:
· receiving an evaluation or other services described under this title; or
· attending a school receiving assistance under this title (ESSA Section 4001 (b) & (c)). 

Title VIII, states no ESSA funds may be used: 
· for construction, renovation, or repair of any school facility, except as authorized under this Act; 
· for transportation unless otherwise authorized under this Act[footnoteRef:3]; [3:  The Office of General Council (OGC) has issued written guidance on allowable transportation for Title IV-A. Please refer to the Transportation section of this document for additional information. ] 

· to develop or distribute materials, or operate programs or courses of instruction directed at youth that are designed to promote or encourage sexual activity, whether homosexual or heterosexual;
· to distribute or to aid in the distribution by any organization of legally obscene materials to minors on school grounds; 
· to provide sex education or HIV-prevention education in schools unless that instruction is age appropriate and includes the health benefits of abstinence; or 
· to operate a program of contraceptive distribution in schools (ESSA Section 8526). 
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